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Abstract

Classical extreme value methods were derived when the underlying
process is assumed to be a sequence of independent random variables.
However when observations are taken along the time and/or the space
the independence is an unrealistic assumption. A parameter that arises
in this situation, characterizing the degree of local dependence in the
extremes of a stationary series, is the extremal index, 6. In several ar-
eas such as hydrology, telecommunications, finance and environment,
for example, the dependence between successive observations is ob-
served so large values tend to occur in clusters. The extremal index
is a quantity which, in an intuitive way, allows one to characterise the
relationship between the dependence structure of the data and their
extremal behaviour. Several estimators have been studied in the lit-
erature, but they endure a problem that usually appears in semipara-
metric estimators - a strong dependence on the high level u,, with
an increasing bias and a decreasing variance as the threshold decreases.
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The calibration technique (Scheffé, 1973) is here considered as a pro-
cedure of controlling the bias of an estimator. It also leads to the
construction of confidence intervals for the extremal index. A simu-
lation study was performed for a stationary sequence and two sets of
stationary data are under study for applying this technique.
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